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LUMEN
School of Light

Friday 3rd February 7pm
Exhibition Opening Party with D503
D503 is an Italian duo based in London, 
Francesco Garau uses manipulated guitars, and 
Nicola Serra uses bass synth and rhythm. Their 
music explores dark, cold and abstract territories 
under the umbrella of a variety of genres such 
as drone, industrial, techno and ambience. 
D503 use primitive, minimal and repetitive 
sounds.

Saturday 4th February 7 - 10pm
Spaceheads with Rucksack Cinema and Solar 
Synths by Look Mum No Computer
Join us for an evening of astronomy inspired 
sounds featuring Spaceheads with Rucksack 
Cinema, and set including a solar synth by Look 
Mum No Computer.

School of Light takes place on 3rd-
5th February 2017 and showcases 
artists who explore the relationship 
between astronomy and light. This 
exhibition includes many of the artists 
who have contributed to previous 
Lumen exhibitions and residencies, 
since Lumen’s launch in September 
2014, as well as new names too.

Sunday 5th February 12:30 - 4pm
Salt Printing Workshop by Molly Behagg
Learn how to make salt print photographs 
using digital negatives and small objects. This 
workshop will introduce you to one of the 
earliest photographic processes, and will take 
you step-by-step through the process of coating 
papers, making an exposure, and fixing an 
image. 

Sunday 5th February 4:30 - 6pm
Lumen Presents: Simon Barraclough
Simon Barraclough will read and perform work 
from his astrophysics-inflected books Neptune 
Blue, Sunspots and Laboratorio, touching on 
the sacred and the profane, the scientific and 
the political. Simon Barraclough is the author 
of ‘Los Alamos Mon Amour’ (2008), ‘Bonjour 
Tetris’ (2010), ‘Neptune Blue’ (2011), and the 
book & one-man show ‘Sunspots’ (2015). In 
2014, he was writer in residence at the Mullard 
Space Science Laboratory where he devised 
and edited the anthology of poetry by scientists, 
‘Laboratorio’ (2015). 
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Molly Behagg1
Paper Sky

Kristina Pulejkova2
Terra Elastica
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Jessica Rayner

Sylvana Lautier, Rose 
Leahy and Kim Yip Tong

3

4

As Seen from Below
the Horizon

Lucent Matter
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Julie Hill5
Ultra Deep Field

Susan Eyre6
everydaymatters
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Julie Hill
Ultra Deep Field

Billy Fraser7
Eastern Waxing Moon

Anna Gray

Susie Olczak

8

9

Reflexion

Orrery
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Ky Lewis

Sarah Duncan

10

11

Solargraphs

Eclipse
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Thom Bridge

Victoria Doyle

Hannah Fletcher

14

13

12

(After a while, light 
always revenges itself 
for having been taken 
prisoner—it gathers
itself back)

Untitled 
[Kodak 400TMY-2]

Anthropogenic;
Produced by humans
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Aoife van Linden Tol 

Kasper Pincis

16

15

What you see is not
what you get 

123 Grey
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What you see is not
what you get 

Lisa Pettibone

Luke Harby

18

17

Silicon Wafer,
Iceland No. 1

Moon I
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Anna Dankin

Fiona Grady

Cat Scott

19

20

21

The Black Room

Scattered Light

In Transition
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Finlay Taylor

Jane Grisewood
Lauren Franklin

22

23
24

Out of the Blue

Dancing with Sirius: 
Lines of light Untitled 

(Dark Matter)
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Nettie Edwards

Leanne Bell Gonczarow

John Hooper

25

26

27

Torna alla Luce
(Return to Light)

On the Revolutions of the 
Heavenly Spheres.

Above The Earth: 
02.01.17_Mon
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Sisetta Zappone

Melanie King

28

29

Star Map

Pulsar Oscillograph 
Cameraless Photographs, 
2017
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Louise Beer

Rebecca Huxley

31

30

Without Measure

Untitled (Point-Like)
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Rob Olins &
Douglas Benford

32

Light As A Wave Form

Thomas Cowell33
Solar Observer Machine
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Zanny Mellor36
Refocus

Tim O’Riley

Diego Valente

34

35

A Farmer’s Almanac

Mind Triggers
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WORDS
From the Artists

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Molly Behagg (mollybehagg.co.uk)
Paper Sky
The cyanotype series ‘Paper Sky’ was made using 
pieces of broken glass found at an abandoned 
paper factory in whilst on the Lumen Residency in 
Italy, and took inspiration from galaxies and star 
clusters seen through an observatory telescope.

Kristina Pulejkova (kristinapulejkova.com)
Terra Elastica
Terra Elastica is an installation that deals with the 
moon’s gravitational force that causes the oceans’ 
currents. The piece uses mini solar panels, electro 
motors and paper origami made out of ocean 
maps to depict the relationship between the sun, 
moon and ocean. 

Jessica Rayner (jessicarayner.com)
As Seen from Below the Horizon
As Seen from Below the Horizon uses a telescope 
mirror to project a complete 360° rainbow, an 
impossible visual object because the ground is 
always in the way. It encourages the viewer to 
questionwhat the mind sees, or our habits of 
looking, and consider alternative ways of seeing.

Sylvana Lautier, Rose Leahy and Kim Yip Tong
Lucent Matter
Liquids, gases and matter flow together to form a 
celestial composition following the life cycle of a 
star. Whilst paying homage to planetarium medium, 
Lucent Matter uses a sensitive and material-
based approach to visualise the intangible and 
unreachable nature of the universe.

Julie Hill (juliehill.co.uk)
Ultra Deep Field
Ultra Deep Field is based on the image of the same 
name taken by the Hubble Telescope in 2004 – the 
deepest portrait of the visible universe ever achieved 
by humankind. Reconfigured with mirrors, also the 
primary light gathering component within most 
major reflecting telescopes and cameras. Here the 
mirror is turned back on the image, uncovering 
illusions and questioning knowledge of the 
Universe.

Susan Eyre (susaneyre.com)
everydaymatters
everydaymatters dissects landscapes to discover 
the hidden structures of the universe. Images taken 
from everyday prosaic paradises such as Paradise 
Road, Stockwell and Paradise Row Bethnal Green, 
are divided into constituent proportions of dark 
energy, dark matter and the visible world opening 
the spaces between what is seen and unseen.

Billy Fraser (billyfraser.com)
Eastern Waxing Moon
Something which is to be considered sublime sits 
outside our ability to perceive or comprehend, thus 
ruling out representation (or painting) as a mode 
capable of producing such a state.  Despite its 
inability to induce the feeling of the sublime with 
the medium, ‘Eastern Waxing Moon’ deals with the 
subject indirectly.

Anna Gray
Reflextion
‘Reflexion’ shows a photograph, a memory 
captured in a glass sphere. Memory’s often 
change and deform, some details stay vivid, 
others fade away. The image from the moment 
the photograph was taken will remain the same, 
while everything else from that moment has been 
moving and transforming. The piece does not only 
show the reflection of a memory but also a literal 
reflection of the light bending through the glass 
reflecting on the white surface. Depending on the 
angle and perspective it is seen,  the object shows 
different images, distortions and amplifications. 
The magnified white surface shows a moon like 
landscape curving over the photograph.

Susie Olczak (@susieolczak)
Orrery
Optical illusions were the starting point and an 
‘orrery’ which is mechanical model of the solar 
system was created. Two sculptures can be spun by 
the viewer and become hypnotic as they spin and 
create shadows as the light passes through them. 
The neon sculpture has chasing lights to give the 
illusion that the work is spinning. 

Ky Lewis (kylewis.co.uk)
Solargraphs
Solargraphs are extreme long exposure pinholes 
capturing the passage of the sun each day and 
acting as a documentation of that passage for a 
set period of time. In these solar graphs made 
at different times and for different durations they 
show two approaches to this method. The standard 
exceeding the normal duration for a solargraph 
and an experimental Cyanotype method captured 
and proven to work in camera.

Sarah Duncan (print.sarahduncan.net)
Eclipse
Etching 70cm x 70cm

Hannah Fletcher (hannahfletcher.com)
Anthropogenic; Produced by humans
This body of work is an investigation into our 
current geological age, the Anthropocene. The 
word anthro means us, humans. So, by suggesting 
that we have moved from the Holocene, into 
the Anthropocene, implies that human activity is 
now the dominant influence on the development 
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23

24

25

of the environment. This new epoch marks a 
transformation from a natural defined world, to a 
human defined world. Exploring the anthropocene 
I consider the future of mans relationship with the 
natural world and how it might change and evolve 
as we continue to manipulate and exploit the 
environment we live in. 

Victorial Doyle victorialouisedoyle.com
Untitled [Kodak 400TMY-2]
Taken from, ‘Squaring The Circle’ an ongoing body 
of work that investigates the ontological question 
of what Photography is, this specific photograph 
explores the medium’s intrinsic relationship with 
light. Following the light from its point of origin, 
through the apparatus to the photosensitive 
material, this is the final stage in the process of 
taking a photograph.

Thom Bridge (thombridge.com)
(After a while, light always revenges itself for 
having been taken prisoner—it gathers itself back)
Terra Elastica is an installation that deals with the 
moon’s gravitational force that causes the oceans’ 
currents. The piece uses mini solar panels, electro 
motors and paper origami made out of ocean 
maps to depict the relationship between the sun, 
moon and ocean. 

Kasper Pincis (@kasperpincis)
123 Grey
A lot of my work has played with various ways of 
navigating across the surface of a sheet of paper, 
or dissecting its geometry.  This piece stems from 
a series that introduced an element of chance in 
the form of randomly placed squares of origami 
paper to build upon; I wanted to combine the 
rigid process of typing a grid with a more organic 
foundation, analogous to some inorganic natural 
process like growing crystals.  More recently the use 
of basic elements in my work, such as numbers or 
letters of the alphabet, has felt more ‘geological’ 
in spirit as I build up structures using the building 
blocks of language and maths.

Aoife van Linden Tol (aoifevanlindentol.com) 
What you see is not what you get 
The design is created using the light emission 
spectrograph of the light itself. Each peak 
corresponds to photon wavelengths, of a particular 
value, within the visible range. Elements and 
molecules all have a unique spectroscopic 
‘fingerprint’ of peaks allowing them to be identified 
even though the light carrying the information may 
have traveled across the universe.

Luke Harby (slackwise.org.uk) 
Moon I
The design is created using the light emission 
spectrograph of the light itself. Each peak 
corresponds to photon wavelengths, of a 
particular value, within the visible range. Elements 

and molecules all have a unique spectroscopic 
‘fingerprint’ of peaks allowing them to be identified 
even though the light carrying the information may 
have traveled across the universe.

Lisa Pettibone (pettibone.co.uk) 
Silicon Wafer, Iceland No. 1
When exploring Iceland in 2016, I placed silicon 
wafers in the raw, beautiful landscape contrasting 
their bright technical sophistication with a seemingly 
untouched environment. I thought about the 
elemental materials that connect us with the stars 
and our dependency on digital communication.

Anna Dankin (@IAmMissDakin) 
The Black Room
Inside The Black Room is a participatory experience. 
Follow the instructions to put on the headpiece
and spend as long as you would like staring into 
the darkness.The longer you look, the more you 
will see.

Fiona Grady (fionagrady.co.uk) 
Scattered Light
Scattered Light is a site-responsive installation that 
allows a series of coloured shapes to filter into the 
exhibition space. The blocks of colour will move 
throughout the day emphasising the passing of light 
and reflecting hidden egg tempera shapes painted 
within the room.

Cat Scott (catscott.co.uk) 
In Transition
In Transition represents the molecular structures of 
the states of matter and how they transition from 
solid, to liquid, to gas. As the viewer walks left and 
right of the piece, they will experience the transition 
of three images representing the transitional phases 
of the states of matter.

Finlay Talor (finlaytaylor.info) 
Out of the Blue
2014, duotone lithograph with blue printing, edition 
500 signed prints, some with hand colouring in 
gouache or pencil.

Jane Grisewood (@janegrisewood) 
Dancing with Sirius: Lines of light
Invisible lines made visible through photographs 
of Sirius, the brightest star, taken on the summit 
of Cerro Tololo in the Chilean Andes during 
Grisewood’s artist residency. Following Sirius 
with handheld camera, she made random 
choreographic gestures, drawing in the air, creating 
ephemeral ghost-like threads in the night sky.

Lauren Franlin (laurenfranklin.net) 
Untitled (Dark Matter)

Nettie Edwards (lumilyon.wordpress.com) 
Torna alla Luce (Return to Light)
Video work on iPad. Collection of negatives from 
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26

the Mancini Photo Studio, Atina, Italy 1970s, 
digitalised and processed on iPhone 6S. With 
thanks to the Mancini family.

Leanne Bell Gonczarow (leannebellgonczarow.com)
On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres.
In 1543, the Polish astronomer Nicolas Copernicus 
published the book On the Revolutions of the 
Heavenly Spheres, in which he positioned the sun 
at the centre of our solar system, contesting the 
belief systems of the time that put the earth at the 
centre, with the sun, moon, planets and stars all 
rotating around it. In 2007, Leanne Bell Gonczarow 
requested to view an original print of the book in 
the Caird Library at the National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich. This book about the source of light 
on earth was positioned in the light of the library 
on a desk by a window. After one minute in the 
light, each page was turned and photographed in 
sequence. The resulting animation is a meditation 
on the book and its contents.

John Hooper (johnhooper.net)
Above The Earth: 02.01.17_Mon
When we look at a clear patch of sky we are 
looking at the light being scattered by millions 
of molecules and particles in the atmosphere. 
Pollutants tend to be larger particles than those 
naturally present in the air and result in muddy 
skies. The colours we see are dependant on which 
wavelength is directed to us and more importantly 
how our eyes perceive colour. This work investigates 
these processes.

Sisetta Zappone (sisettazappone.com) 
Star Map
My work investigates traditions, archetypes and 
myths through drawing.The map I have drawn is 
partially inspired by Romanic iconography and 
contains Baroque and Phoenician references... It 
records a journey through history and sky. I have 
been looking and studying several maps and I 
etched the drawing into 12 iron triangles, then 
printed my image with a rudimentary technique. 
The map is in the shape of a star, and there is 
something magical and ritual about it once is 
placed on the ground, in the middle of a sacred 
space.

Melanie King (MelanieK.co.uk) 
Pulsar Oscillograph Cameraless Photographs
These cameraless photographs were produced 
from a sound influenced laser projection, using 
audio interpretations of pulsar stars. Photosensitive 
paper is held in place of the phosphorescent paper 
to “catch” the harmonographic drawings. Due 
to the intense exposure to light, the laser burns 
the drawing into the photosensitive paper and 
development is not needed. 

Rebecca Huxley (rhuxley.com) 
Untitled (Point-Like)

Louise Beer (louisebeer.com) 
Without Measure
We are shrouded in darkness, in preparation for the 
reception of light.

Rob Olins & Douglas Benford  
Light As A Wave Form
A stand alone acoustic space by Rob Olins creating 
its own reflective sculptured alcove; the curved 
interior reflects a sound collage, with various 
focal points within the enclosure having an almost 
holographic audio sensation. The audio itself 
is melange of live performances by composer 
Douglas Benford, the end and beginning being 
at an event in the Science Museum, London from 
2009 (alongside a live performance of Brian Eno’s 
album Apollo) employing radio telescope sounds 
amongst childrens toys and objects; the piece has 
the objective of illustrating sound as a wave, like 
light itself, making a playful installation echoing the 
classic double slit light experiment.

Thomas Cowell (@thomcowell) 
Solar Observer Machine
Device for ad-hoc observation and recording 
of intensity and travel of solar celestial body. 
Instructions included.

Experiment: (51.436025 N,0.039779 W; Oct 22- 
Nov 18; Inclination: 8.6º; Focal Length: 229mm)

Tim O’Riley (timoriley.net) 
A Farmer’s Almanac
A book featuring some Native American names for 
each month’s full moon.

Diego Valente (diegovalente.co.uk) 
Mind Triggers
Umbilicus talks about information coded within 
nature and ways to read it. Making relationships to 
the act of being fascinated and concentrated when 
“making” a real work of Art. What interests me is 
that when we are so concentrated to the point where 
the very act of looking brings total attention, you see 
the totality and all significance in structure about 
what is being made, and nothing else matters. 
The eye no longer sees. It becomes an apparatus, 
which intermediates concentration and expands 
consciousness. The work then incorporates the drive 
and energy of that act of creation and become what 
I call “Mind Triggers”.

Zanny Mellor (zannymellor.com) 
Refocus
Refocus is a series of paintings that take reference 
from the process of focussing a camera lens, 
where a photographer’s vision is suspended and 
fluctuating between moments of visual clarity and 
atmospheric fog.  Traces of gestural marks in subtle 
tones of varied translucency create an optically 
stimulating experience that feels unanchored and 
floating, where a viewer’s physical movements 
allow the changing effects of light to be read on the 
painting.
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ABOUT
Lumen

Lumen is an art collective, focused on themes 
of astronomy and light, regularly exhibiting 
in churches as well as galleries.  Through art, 
exhibitions and seminars we aim to raise a 
dialogue about how humanity understands 
existence. The members of Lumen are Louise 
Beer, Melanie King, Rebecca Huxley and 
Natasha Sabatini.

Lumen first launched at The Crypt Gallery in 
Saint Pancras on the Winter Solstice in December 
2014. In March 2015, Lumen curated their 
second exhibition “Dark From Night” at St John 
on Bethnal Green, which was focused on the 
detrimental effects of light pollution. It was here 
that Lumen found a unique space in the Crypt 
at St John on Bethnal Green, and held their first 
studio opening in May 2015. 

In September 2015 and September 2016, 
Lumen took 20 artists on a residency to the 
town of Atina, Italy, where the artists had an 
opportunity to create work in spacious studios 
as well as take part in a number of trips to local 
observatories, art galleries and churches. The 
results of the work were then exhibited in The 
Crypt Gallery, on November 5th 2015 and 
November 25-27 2016. 

Lumen became part of First Thursdays in March 
2016 throughout the year opened up the crypt 
space for events such as BYOB, screenings and 
performance. Lumen held a second exhibition in 
June 2016 at St John on Bethnal Green entitled 
VOID, which focused on the representation of 
voids, portals and black holes. In July 2016, 
Lumen held their inaugural Science Fair, which 
included a number of stalls, performances, talks 
and workshops. 

As part of British Science Festival in September 
2015, Lumen contributed to the Creatures of the 
Night event, which explored the science of night 
through art. This event was organised by the 
British Science Association and Shrinking Space. 

In December 2016, Lumen collaborated 
with Hackney Arts, Sirius Astronomy and the 
Impossible Project on a “Print the Moon” event 
at Netil House. Participants were able to take a 
photograph of the Moon with their Iphone and 
print the image using instant film. 

Future events for Lumen include a commission 
by the British Science Association in March 
2017, a Print the Moon event with Hackney Arts 
and the 2017 residency in Atina, Italy. If you 
would like to collaborate on an event, apply to 
our residency, exhibit in the Lumen Crypt Gallery 
or contact us about an exhibition opportunity, 
please email:

hello@lumenstudios.co.uk 
lumenstudios.co.uk
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